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Jessica Quinn at jgquinn@clarechampion.ie or on 0656864157
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TOYOTA may be one of the world’s
leading car brands but, in Japan, it is one
of the country’s most popular surnames.

Kozo Toyota is a talented flute-player
and founder of the Toyota Ceili Band in
Tokyo. The band was founded in June
2011, in response to an increasing de-
mand for regular céilis in Japan. The
band is the first céili band comprised
of Japanese musicians, who host these
dances on a regular basis.

The members are keen to explore the
best way to play for set dancing and have
also learned to dance some sets them-
selves.

In September 2015, they won the first
prize for the unofficial céili band compe-
tition, organised by Comhaltas Japan.

In June of this year, they were awarded
first place in the céili band category of the
competitions during the first Féile Tokyo
and qualified to enter Fleadh Cheoil na
hEireann in Ennis.

The nine members of the band play
a range of instruments, including two
flutes, three fiddles, button accordion,
banjo, drums and piano.

Combhaltas Japan is sending not one
but two ceili bands to compete at Fleadh
Cheoil na hEireann. Young up-and-com-
ing musicians from all over Japan, espe-
cially outside of Tokyo, gathered to start
the Taro Céili Band in 2016.

Since the group’s formation, the mem-
bers have worked hard together and in-
corporated a lively, danceable style into
their performance.

“You surely feel like dancing to our
music’ is their motto and they try to
make the most of each dance tune.

Taro is pronounced ‘tah-ro-u’ and is
the first name of the leader, Mr Nagata.
It is, traditionally, one of the most com-
mon boys’ names in Japan, like Patrick
or John in Ireland. Literally, it means the
first son of the family.

I'here are eight members in the Taro
Ceilli Band, playing an assortment of

# The Toyota Céili Band will be in Ennis this month for Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann.

instruments, including three fiddles,
one flute, concertina, piano, banjo and
drums.

At the Fleadh, members of both bands
will also compete individually in com-
petitions other than the céili bands cat-
egory.

Combhaltas Ceoltéiri Eireann has a
thriving branch in Tokyo. Each Sunday,
the members gather to practice set danc
ing, old-style step dancing and sean-nos.
They also hold music classes, as well as
céilis, three to four times a year, They
have been taking part in the annual St

Patrick’s Day Parade in Tokyo for over
20 years.
Combhaltas Japan has its own website,

comhaltas.jp, and there are a number of

videos on YouTube featuring the work
of the Ennis visitors.

Michedl O Riabhaigh, chairman of the
Ennis Fleadh Committee, said he wanted
to extend the warmest welcome to the
town’s visitors from Asia.

“With up to 20% of our competitors
coming from overseas, we can say that
Comhaltas ha% become a truly interna

tional organisation. It is a great tribute
to the hard work and talent of our guests
from Japan that they qualifiecd to com
pete in this year’s Fleadh at Féile Tokyo
2016.

“I'm sure not only will they compete
in the competition but will also take part
in the strect sessions, which, for many,
are the life and soul of Fleadh Cheoil na
hEireann. They have come, at great ex
pense, from the other side of the world
to be in Ennis.

“Let their visit be memorable [or them
and for us,” said Mr O Riabhaigh
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CLARE Rose Leah Kenny is rall
porters to join her in the Dome
August 18 at the Rose of Tralee
Festival.

The Barefield primary teaching
fashion blogger will be among 65
year’s festival, which takes place
17 to 23 and includes parades, a ¢
of entertainment, a fashion show
displays.

“To represent County Clare in
Rose of Tralee Festival 1s an ab
come true for me. I cannot wail
the festival, meet new people and
proud,” she said.

Prior to arriving in Tralee, Leal
on a five-day tour taking in son
top landmarks such as the Guinnes
Irish National Stud and Japanese
K Club and Kilmainham Gaol.

The format for this year’s festiva
to allow every Rose travel to Trale
event in its entirety.

John Drummey, communication
the Rose of Tralee International
“For the past Il years a quahlyi
staged in the Midlands at the en
which 32 Roses were selected o
in August and ultimately get to en
of the festival, 'The pood news i th
who is sciected to represent her cou
country will travel to the festival
Roses will still take part in o quali
as RTTH can only accommaodate 42
TV with Daithi O S¢.”

Frach Rose who takes part i the
lections on cither August 17 or 1
on August 21l they will be appear
evised selections on August 20 or

Such s the continued success o
Tralee, RTE . are
Fralee TV programme Teom this
called The Road to the D orne, whi
on RTE One at 6 30pm on NMaondi
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